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Victoria Urban Food Table 
Candidates Survey 

Introduction
Who is the Urban Food Table?

The Urban Food Table (UFT) was established by the City of Victoria as part of its 
Growing in the City initiative. It is an advisory body to Council, and part of a network 
of food policy councils in cities across Canada. The UFT helps guide the City of Victoria 
in fulfilling its strategic plan by advising on policy documents (i.e., Official Community 
Plan, Parks Master Plan, etc.) related broadly to food, urban agriculture and pollinators. 
By bringing together community organizations, businesses, and residents, the UFT 
helps the City work towards its vision of being a food secure community. 

What is the purpose of this survey?

The City of Victoria has established itself as a Canadian leader in food policy. Recent 
surveys done by the City have shown a broad base of support for increasing food 
production and food access within our urban environment. Residents of the City of 
Victoria care deeply about building a healthy, local and sustainable food system. For the 
upcoming 2018 municipal election the UFT wants to give candidates the opportunity to 
participate in the discussion about how to support our communities in this work. 

The candidates running in the 2018 Municipal Election for the City of Victoria are as 
follows (alphabetical) : 
ANDERSEN, Saul
DUNCAN, Rob
GEOGHEGAN, Michael
HAMMOND, Stephen – New Council
HELPS, Lisa – Incumbent
JOHNSTON, David Arthur
McGUIGAN, Bruce
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RYMO
SCHMID, Alexander
ZMUDA, Krzysztof
ALBERTS, Gary – New Council
ALTO, Marianne - Incumbent
ANDREW, Stephen – New Council
ARCHIBALD, Darlene
COLLINS, Laurel - Together Victoria
DUBOW, Sharmarke - Together Victoria
FILIPOVIC, Steve
GARDINER, Marg
GODRON, Riga
HARASYMOW, James
HENRY, Rose
ISITT, Ben - Incumbent
JIMENEZ, Jesse 
JOHAL, Randie – New Council
KAHAKAUWILA, Edison
KING, Anna
LEITENBERG, Sean
LORE, Grace
LOVEDAY, Jeremy - Incumbent
MADOFF, Pam - Incumbent
MARTAY, Delmar
POTTS, Sarah - Together Victoria
REEVE, Andrew – New Council
REICHERT, Jordan
SMITH, Ted
STEWART, Doug
TATE, William
THORNTON-JOE, Charlayne - Incumbent
YOUNG, Geoff - Incumbent
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At the time of publication, not all candidates had responded to our survey. The 
candidates who have responded are as follows (alphabetical): 
ANDERSEN, Saul - Mayor
GEOGHEGAN, Michael - Mayor
HELPS, Lisa - Mayor
RYMO - Mayor
SCHMID, Alexander - Mayor
JOHNSTON David Arthur - Mayor

ARCHIBALD - Darlene – City Council
COLLINS, Laurel (Together Victoria) - City Council and CRD Board
DUBOW, Sharmarke (Together Victoria) - City Council
FILIPOVIC, Steve - City Council
GARDINER, Marg - City Council
HARASYMOW, James - City Council
ISITT, Ben - City Council and CRD Board
KING, Anna - City Council
LOVEDAY, Jeremy - City Council and CRD Board
MADOFF, Pam - City Council
MARTAY, DelMar - City Council
POTTS, Sarah (Together Victoria) - City Council
REICHERT, Jordan - City Council and CRD Board
TATE, William - City Council
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1. What do you think is the municipality’s role in sustainable food systems? What 
would your priority be in relation to food and agriculture over your term?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - Food security is of vital importance and is an issue that 
should be brought to the forefront. I eat and buy local food whenever and wherever 
possible and would use the mayor’s platform to encourage everyone to do the same. 
Otherwise, I would work on developing initiatives like boulevard or schoolyard 
farming because I see this as critical to fostering a greater awareness of food security, 
especially in our children. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - As a former Chief of Staff to the Minister of 
Agriculture Fisheries and  Food I am well aware of the important role agriculture and 
food production plays in not just our economy and our society.  It was with Bill Barlee 
that we created the original Buy BC program which did a tremendous amount to 
highlight those foods produced in our province.  As a municipality through 
encouraging urban gardens and discouraging development on prime agricultural 
development can play a significant role. I would like to see a city sponsored event 
highlighting the foods grown in and around our region.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - I believe the city has a key role to play in the development and 
administration of a dynamic food security plan for its residents—all of them, regardless 
of age, income or ethnicity. As Mayor of Victoria, I consider the potential effects of 
climate change on the city to be a priority issue that includes a strategic response to 
food security. I will continue to work collaboratively with council and the UFT 
Advisory Committee on this issue. I also believe that access to food growing spaces 
increases food security and builds community. I have been in contact with Lifecycles 
Project Society and if re-elected will work with them to bring back the sharing 
backyards program.

RYMO (Mayor) - Protecting access to sunlight.

SCHMID, Alexander (Mayor) - The role of the municipality is to manage/ govern the 
basic necessity of the residents.  Housing, transport, water, sewage and education.  
Generally food is not considered.  In the past, long ago, everyone grew/ raised their 
own.  Now, more than ever we are reliant on others.  Too many are “for profit” 
organization while this in itself is not bad, there have not been enough public input, in 
either resources or effort.  There needs to be a wider range of public and private 
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organizations working to support food accessibility of Victoria and Region’s residents, 
from garden plots, to cooperatives, to farmer’s markets to corner stores to chain 
supermarkets.  Sustainability relies on many redundant systems.

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - The only responsible action would be to act as 
though money at some point is going to arbitrarily stop working. I would see all 
municipal public-access green space put into the plans of dedicated gardeners with 
permaculture ideology. Conduiting gardener tent-cities so as to remove the mortally 
inhibiting stress of paying rent.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - I would love to see all developments make 
accommodations for roof top gardens.  I am not familiar with what can be done on a 
city level in terms of true sustainability.  Cooking classes and community kitchens 
would be something I would support. We could work cooperatively with Saanich as I 
believe most of the farmable land that is closest to Victoria is in that municipality.  It 
would benefit the community not only in terms of being able to make our own food but 
in terms of community building to have a community kitchen and possibly quarterly 
community dinners if there was enough community support.  

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - I'm a big sporter of local agriculture. My Family has 
local Farms here, one grows Blueberries & the other has Jacob Sheep. The City plays a 
huge role in promoting local agriculture it just makes good sense. As a Councillor I 
would balance an approach of investigating what other regions have been developing 
and with input from our communities develop support for their ongoing work. 
Food Security is a serious issue on the Island. The City can support our local Framers by 
promoting the buy local programs and by directly seeking out local foods for serving at 
the many events the City puts on with catering. An example is the lunches provided to 
the members of the many advisory councils that gather in City Hall. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - Victoria's land base for food production is small 
within the Region.  the City's role with the CRD is important to ensure sustainable food 
system.  Locally the City can identify more opportunities to support food systems 
through plantings and identification of areas which could be converted to food growth. 

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - I don’t believe the city is doing enough when it 
comes to food sustainability I believe we can take on a bigger role. 
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ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - Actively supporting sustainable local food 
systems. Advancing this objective would continue to be a top priority for me if re-
elected to Victoria City Council and the Capital Regional District Board.

KING, Anna (City Council) - I think the role of the Mayor and City Council in a highly 
urbanized municipality is to create municipal policies that incentivize and facilitate 
urban agriculture and community involvement in local food systems. My priority with 
making Victoria’s food systems more sustainable would be to increase the number and 
usage of community gardens, as well as addressing awareness and distribution issues 
with the local food that is already being cultivated. 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - I believe the City should play 
many important roles in relation to creating healthy and sustainable local food systems. 
The City should provide land, mulch, and other materials for gardens, provide grants 
and funding, set policy, and mandate consideration of growing food into new 
developments. If re-elected, my priority in terms of food and agriculture will be to fully 
embed the urban food table as a food policy council of the city. I would take guidance 
and direction from the urban food table regarding city investment in local food systems 
and corresponding initiatives. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - Recognizing that there is a role for sustainable food 
systems within our urban jurisdiction.  I am concerned that the current focus on 
increasing density in the city will be at the expense of even modest amount of green 
space that could be used for food production.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - Becoming self sufficient +. Allowing through 
Bylaws, the development of multi level food production structures, throughout the City. 
Including clean meat technologies that prevents harm to livestock, lowering/
eliminating the harmful chemicals and contaminants. Allowing for an entire floor in a 
highrise, dedicated to agriculture. Development and construction of odorless food 
recycling, compost systems. Expanding the fast/foodmall recycling programs. 

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - I believe that the city's role in 
sustainable food systems is to support, educate, and empower local neighbourhoods to 
grow their own food and create promote food security. 
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My priority would be on the importance of plant-based agriculture for social, 
environmental, and health benefits; an analysis of the city's urban metabolism; and 
education around sustainable consumption.

TATE, William (City Council) - I support local food production, especially organic 
food. I want to see opportunities to grow food in the area expanded by supporting 
various endeavors.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - To explore potential agricultural use 
of municipal land that is both appropriate and suitable for the production of food in 
collaboration with First Nations, regional and provincial governments, community 
groups, businesses and individuals.
To support city, business, and community efforts to grow more food through revisiting 
existing bylaws and zoning to make urban food production easier for community 
groups, individuals and businesses; and to exploring new bylaws and zoning to 
facilitate urban food production where appropriate and suitable.
Support the work of the City’s Food Systems Coordinator, and to make it a permanent 
position.
Support, expand and continue to develop in consultation with community groups, 
businesses, and individuals the City’s Food System plan in the Official Community 
Plan.
Support and work with the Urban Food Table. This includes funding. 
Support the implementation of CRD Food and Agricultural Strategy, and act on the 
recommendations of the CRD Food and Ag. Taskforce, specifically regarding a 
Farmland Trust to support emerging farmers with access to land. 
Work with First Nations and Indigenous community to co-develop this work in 
consultation and within the framework of the City Family. 
Participate and support the work of the Good Food Network at the municipal and 
regional level.  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2. The City is on a journey of reconciliation with local First Nations. Indigenous 
communities experience profoundly negative health impacts (physical, emotional 
and spiritual), due to current and historical structures and policies. Healthy, vibrant 
and just food systems depend on healthy land, water and oceans. How does access to 
healthy land, water and food systems fit into your reconciliation efforts? What steps 
would you take to address and lessen these inequities in this region?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - Fundamentally, we need to address the way in which we 
see these issues. Too often, decisions are made by bureaucrats and politicians from the 
top down in a rather arrogant and presumptuous fashion, thus I believe that the most 
important thing we can do is engender more inclusive policy-making by seeking input 
and guidance from the people and communities that are directly involved. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - I have an extensive background in working with 
First Nations:  http://www.mgcltd.ca/services/negotiations.php Locally I have 
worked with both the T'Sou-Ke First Nation and Sechelt First Nation.  The clean up and 
restoration of waterways to promote the return of traditional clam beds is certainly very 
important to our local First Nations.  The ability to harvest traditional medicinal plants 
and the like is also very important.  As Mayor I would recognize this and work 
cooperatively with local First Nations.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - The City is addressing this issue and others related to the 
reconciliation effort through an ongoing discussion and resolution process with 
appointed members of our local First Nations, including the City Family (Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous members) and the Chiefs of the Songhees and Esquimalt First 
Nations. We are working through an intimate, Indigenous-led approach to 
reconciliation. Our approach is to work with the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations to 
address and support issues that arise for them. We also, when requested, advocate on 
their behalf. For example, in the City’s submission to the National Energy Board against 
the Trans Mountain pipeline we spoke about the importance of land and water to 
Indigenous culture and food.

RYMO (Mayor) - Any reconcilation process should be indigenous lead. It is time for 
settlers to listen.
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JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - Canada will not exist after reconciliation. All 
effort now will seem as if a 'lite' version of a state of emergency has been declared. The 
natives know full well there is no such thing as half-measure justice.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - When we were foster parents I had the 
opportunity to spend a lot of time at the Victoria Native Friendship Centre.  I believe 
the model of community and the feeling of everyone being welcome that was present 
there, is very healthy.  We have such precious resources available to us on this island, it 
is in our best interest to protect them with all the efforts we can bring to it.  

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - That is a very good question, I would approach 
every meeting as I would with anyone using integrity and empathy and be willing to 
communicate polity and with respect.  
The journey of reconciliation is a vital one for our Community. I would work with 
sincerity on City and Indigenous relations. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - I have done considerable work to rid the region of 
significant airshed pollution, and support the Governments (prov/fed) in the 
remediation of the harbour sea-bed and foreshore lands.  Support of traditional ocean 
based activity in the harbour could contribute to the health and well-being of local 
indigenous communities.  Imagine sea-life and bird life returning such that local 
harvesting as done for centuries could return.

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - Fortunately for us the First Nations are all 
about all the things we need to start focusing on. Taking care of Mother Earth and 
taking care of family and community. The First Nations people have been patient and 
hoped that the colonist would see the signs and listen to the earth but it has not 
happened. Positive change is on its way. We are on native land, and if we don’t get are 
shit together we may be asked to leave.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - Access to healthy land, water and food 
systems is integral to reconciliation efforts. I would actively promote indigenous 
participation in co-governance and co-management of municipal and regional parks, 
greenspaces and shoreline areas, in order to encourage application of traditional land 
management practices and expand opportunities for indigenous access to marine and 
terrestrial food systems and medicines, and corresponding cultural practices.
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KING, Anna (City Council) - Listening to and respecting First Nations input and 
representation is essential in any conversation about food systems and use of land and 
resources. I think an important starting point is to hear from individual First Nations 
communities about what steps towards reconciliation are most important to their 
specific community, and to then act on these articulated wants and needs accordingly. 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - It is imperative to follow the lead 
of Indigenous people when it comes to land management and resources. I would love to 
see a resurgence of native plants grown by the City of Victoria, and am very interested 
in establishing co-management of some parks with First Nations if there is a desire to do 
so from their perspective. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - The City's efforts specific to healthy land and water, ie 
plastic bag regulations, climate change plan, etc set the stage for these type of efforts.  
The City of Victoria has embarked upon a formal process of taking the first steps toward 
reconciliation with the Songhees and Esquimalt Nations.  I look forward to any 
recommendations that might come forward to the Council table through these 
discussions.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - In development;  encouraging/requiring part of 
project to be food production for local consumption! Promoting water 'right of ways' for 
non polluting vessels. Proposing air/water habitat drones with First Nation Art and 
architecture. Nature watchers for the health and safety of our Oceans. And ofcourse for 
the exploration of our Spirit. Applying the scientific data to make the improvements, is 
paramount. 

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - Reconciliation with local First 
Nations must be meaningful and I believe one of the most fundamental ways of 
engaging in the sharing of knowledge between our communities on the health of our 
shared local environment. 
Healthy land, water, and food systems benefit us all.  Creating opportunities across the 
region for indigenous food security, sharing of knowledge, place naming, and medicinal 
plant gardens can all support these efforts.  Prioritizing the protection and respect for 
our land, water, and food systems in partnership with First Nations are actions I would 
be a strong advocate for.
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TATE, William (City Council) - I support healthy land, water and oceans--a top priority 
for all of us. I welcome First Nations that support those aims. I do not support First 
Nations as a special interest group. Reconciliation means they want to join Canada.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - The centrality of land and 
waterways of these unceded and traditional territories is paramount. The restoration, 
revitalization and conservation of land and waterways is a key component of 
decolonization and reconciliation. Moreover, First Nations’ access to land and 
waterways needs to be strengthened and protected. This has social, political, economic 
and health implications. 

Any efforts must be co-developed with First Nations and with Indigenous leadership, 
therefore, we do not wish to be prescriptive or assumptive in this survey. Our first step 
would be to operate within the City Family structure to listen, learn and work in 
partnership with both the Esquimalt and Songhees Nations. 
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3. One of the most significant roles of Mayor and Council is to guide development in 
our city. What opportunities do you see for including urban agriculture and food 
systems in developing private land? If elected, how would you work to realize these 
opportunities?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - There is certainly an opportunity to encourage the 
inclusion of gardening or farming in any development proposals; much like we strive to 
ensure that there are sufficient parking spaces, we could also seek to include enough 
garden plots! To that end, the city should enact zoning and/or bylaw reforms to help 
ensure that happens! Again, increasing awareness of food security issues in our schools 
and communities will only serve to encourage the growth of these ideas and policies.

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - With the increased electrification of vehicles we will 
see much less in the way of pollutants adjacent to roadways.  This in turn makes the 
promotion of urban gardens, and the conversion of lawn areas into gardens much more 
appealing.  There is also the opportunity to promote roof top gardens and to have more 
in the way of trees and other plants in our parks that produce edible fruit.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - Through collaboration with the UFT Advisory Committee and 
others, our council has created a broad regulatory framework to enable residents to take 
advantage of numerous opportunities to produce food on their own properties, in 
community gardens, and on city-owned land. In addition, we have seen a number of 
high-rise private housing developments in the city include rooftop gardens and other 
growing opportunities in their buildings--a trend we will continue to encourage in the 
future. We have also made it possible to put greenhouses on rooftops as a matter of 
right (without a development permit). My vision for Victoria is that new developments 
include fruit bearing trees and landscaping wherever possible. A great example is "The 
Wade" project at Johnson and Cook, in which every plant on the property will be edible.

RYMO (Mayor) - Green space must be more than hardy grasses and shrubs. Soil quality 
and depth should be considered for potential growth of varied plant life.

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - I will only be friends with industry as far as 
working to escape the municipal debt. Using all methods and creativity possible I'll 
inhibit all selfish residential and commercial plans.
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ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - I will say I haven't seen a lot of opportunities 
for urban agriculture other than the odd community garden.  I would be more than 
happy to be included in any discussion on this topic.  

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - During the permit process the City may ask for 
amenities on Property grounds deemed common and used as a parkland, community 
Gardens could just as easily be requested. I'd also like to see more Roof Top Gardens.
If people want to garden they should be encouraged, there is ample land not suited for 
other uses that can be permitted for agriculture. I think Boulevard Gardens have the 
most potential for development as Gardens. Most Communities have Community 
Gardens this program could be expanded depending on the demand. There is also the 
opportunity to have Roof top Gardens and Green space developed on new construction 
projects.

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - Recent developments have reduced areas of land 
available for food production, with many developments in the neighbourhoods not 
leaving enough space for even an apple tree.  More could be done to encourage the 
planting of food bearing trees/shrubs during the development review process.

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - I like the idea of replacing our lawns with 
gardens. I’d be very open to listening to the people in the know. Food is life. 

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - The City of Victoria can strengthen policies 
and guidelines to encourage and/or mandate food systems in the landscape plans for 
new developments on private land.

KING, Anna (City Council) - New developments should be required to include 
communal green spaces as a community amenity to the neighborhood. Builders can be 
incentivized to include spaces for agricultural features such as community and rooftop 
gardens, and even chicken coops and bee hives. Apartment and condominium 
complexes with balcony units can be offered incentives to encourage residents to grow 
potted herbs and other produce (like tomatoes). 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - In my previous term on council, 
we were successful in making it easier to receive permits for rooftop gardens, thereby 
expanding the opportunity for green space within private development. If re-elected, I 
would continue to advocate for green roofs and edible landscaping. I would also like to 
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see public gardens considered as a potential Community Amenity Contributions 
provided by developers. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - It has been very concerning to see project approved 
that have requested reductions in the already modest amount of green space that is 
identified in zoning.  Reconsidering this position would not only send a positive 
message about the importance of urban green space but would also provide 
opportunities for food production.  In the downtown core, in particular, I see 
opportunities for the private sector to partner with food producers to utilize roof top 
spaces, or terraces, for commercial food production.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - I see great opportunities, realized by the stroke of a 
Pen.

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - I believe the city can encourage 
urban agriculture and food systems with education supported by the city in partnership 
with non-profits and community organizations and creating incentives for urban 
agriculture on residential and other private lands.  
Using the current assessment of land available for food production, I would want to set 
clear goals for target growth.  I would also encourage the retention of space in rezoning 
and new constructions for urban agriculture as well as promoting rooftop gardens.  
Furthermore, I would support more community garden and education spaces 
throughout the city.

TATE, William (City Council) - I support these efforts. The specific details would be 
worked out in a pragmatic, effective way with consultation with all stake holders.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - We would explore incentives for 
property owners and developers to provide unused space for urban food production to 
urban farms.
We would incentivize urban food production through policies, grants and explore tax 
structures.
We would track urban farms as a key metric to achieving the City’s local food goals and 
increase local food assets to support food production and food access.  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4. The City of Victoria has set a target in their Official Community Plan to have a 
community garden in every neighbourhood. The City has already completed an 
inventory of public land with potential for use as community gardens. Municipal 
land can also be used for supportive infrastructure such as for farmers markets, 
demonstration sites, farm incubators, leasing land to farmers, and food centres. Do 
you support expanding the use of public lands for local food production, processing, 
and distribution? Why or why not? If yes, what would you do to accomplish this?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - I fully support this kind of expansion because it is 
entirely necessary and achievable. As mayor, I would advocate for taking it even further 
by consulting more comprehensively with those engaged in food production, 
processing and distribution so that a region-wide strategy can be implemented. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - Yes I support this.  Areas chosen would be subject 
to consultation particularly with local neighborhoods and I would be willing to see 
public land made available for urban gardens.  I would want these community gardens 
run by the local community.  

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - Ideally, we would be able to achieve all of these goals, but they 
must be considered along with another pressing issue in our city: specifically, the severe 
shortage of affordable housing for families and workers. I believe we can address both 
of these issues by ensuring that new affordable housing developments include access to 
gardening opportunities, including community gardens, wherever possible. I am 
committed to finding as many ways as possible to reduce the cost of living in Victoria 
and to reduce food costs at the same time.

RYMO (Mayor) - Yes. 

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - Please see the answer to the first question.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - Land in Victoria proper is precious and many 
different groups claim to need it for housing, industrial, workforce housing, retail, 
cemetaries, etc.  I was looking on my map and it may be out of date but there are a few 
allotment gardens and only one community garden. I would welcome getting familiar 
with the different distinctions of gardens and the feasibility and benefit of creating 
more. Looking at some out of the box ideas to encourage food security on the island.
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FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - I fully support he continuing development of 
community gardens, I can see the benefit of having piece of Public Land for a Market 
and community site, but I doubt there will be need to lease land out to farmers? Victoria 
isn't that big, there is always the boulevards and lots of back yards not being gardened. 
There are a plethora of under used Farms in the Victoria area. Linking land to Farmers 
is a program that has helped Farmers find land to work. This program can be expanded 
so more underutilized agricultural grounds become more vital to food production in 
Victoria. I see no need to plough our Parks for Food Production. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - This question is broad and encompasses several 
issues.  For example, the neighbourhoods are not uniform/equitable in population or 
land base, hence blanket policies may not be appropriate.   Support for the expansion of 
food production (market etc) would be very supportable, but needed to be reviewed 
project by project. 

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - For sure. How about gardens on rooftops.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - I strongly support the expansion of 
community gardens (common gardens, food forests and allotment gardens) in all 
neighbourhoods, as well as the establishment of neighbourhood food hubs, including 
materials depots and City-supported food programs in every neighbourhood. 

KING, Anna (City Council) - Yes, I absolutely support expanding the use of public 
lands for local food production, processing, and distribution. Nutritious and reliable 
food is an essential need for every population and should be at the forefront of any 
decisions involving land use. Aiming to have a community garden in every 
neighborhood is an excellent goal. We should also identify municipal land where other 
local food systems initiatives like the ones mentioned in this question can be 
implemented. I would like to see inventories made of food system infrastructure needs 
and municipal properties so that these can be matched to make the most of city land.

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - I support this idea because I 
support healthy local food systems and believe that public land needs to be a central 
part of the conversation. To accomplish this, I would work in partnership with the 
urban food table, the food systems coordinator, neighbourhood associations and other 
stakeholders in order to identify priorities and develop an implementation plan. In the 
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past term I co-sponsored a motion to provide small grants for all community gardens to 
help with volunteer coordination as this was highlighted as an impediment to 
sustaining community gardens. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - I do support this but also recognize that there is only a 
limited amount of publicly owned land available to provide for these uses.  I believe it 
is of equal importance for the City to work with/encourage private property owners to 
participate in these types of initiatives.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - Expanding local food systems is part of a new 
foundation for the Future of Our City. By keeping city costs low for new businesses in 
this industry and allowing for more mixed zoning to promote it. Educating our young 
adults about these emerging industries and encouraging training with the goals of local 
employment. Having high school graduates with the skills and developed talents ready, 
right from day one!

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - I do support expanding the use of 
public lands for local plant-based production, processing, and distribution in 
consultation with the local neighbourhoods. Growing food can be an empowering 
experience for people, provide food security, and encourage greater community 
participation which contributes to the overall well-being of our society.  
Working with local leaders in the area of food security and community gardens, I would 
set clear goals for the next 4 year term on council to see growth in this area that would 
benefit the community.

TATE, William (City Council) - Yes, I support. In addition to local food production, it 
will create jobs and opportunities in a positive environment.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - Yes, we support expanding the use 
of public lands for local food production, processing, and distribution. We would use 
the inventory created in consultation with surrounding neighbourhoods and residents 
to to help find the appropriate and suitable locations. We are committed to supporting 
regional food security and supporting community access to gardens and fresh produce. 
We would support and/or partner with community organizations, businesses, school 
districts and other stakeholders. 
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5. Regional food security is where everyone has access to nutritious, affordable and 
culturally appropriate food to meet their physical, mental, and dietary needs. One of 
the major determinants of a person’s ability to access healthy, sustainable food is 
poverty. What actions would you take to address this barrier?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - While more community-based food production would 
help alleviate issues of availability and affordability, it’s worth noting that systematic 
inequality and poverty are issues that also must be addressed by the upper levels of 
government. The city could institute a rent freeze and/or ease zoning and bylaw 
restrictions to facilitate the development of more affordable living spaces, but ultimately 
more could be done to lobby the province or the feds with regard to living wages and 
housing strategies, for example.

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - As outlined in my platform at 
www.votemikeformayor.ca my number one priority is affordable housing and I provide 
several practical steps we can take to achieve more in the way of low income, mixed 
income and coop housing.  I am also in favour of providing free rec centre passes to kids 
18 and under.  I think with more in the way of urban gardens and edible landscaping 
we can have a city where fresh fruits and vegetables are much more readily available to 
everyone but especially those who are struggling to make ends meet. 

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - Working with the community since January, I have developed a 
comprehensive approach to reducing poverty and creating a more inclusive community. 
My commitment to reducing the overall cost of living and eliminating poverty in 
Victoria includes initiatives to make a wide range of housing truly affordable to a wide 
range of people, reduce transit costs, reduce the need for daily use of an automobile, 
provide affordable daycare, and create more better-paying jobs in the region. The 
provincial government has just launched its own plan for poverty reduction and we 
will certainly work with them to achieve that goal.

RYMO (Mayor) - Recomend resolving the disparity between edibl and decorative 
garden plants in city plots.

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - Weekly municipally sponsored community 
potlucks. 
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ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - There are many systems already in place and 
some just beginning to be developed now.  Using all of the food and minimizing food 
waste is always a good idea.  
We can not mandate kindness but I do think that looking out for each other and sharing 
what we have is so needed.  Unfortunately when people feel like their own security is in 
jeopardy they don't feel very generous.  I think being aware of and compassionate to 
each of our fellow citizens would go a long way to making a happier city. Everyone is 
dealing with something.  

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - First thing I'd work on is getting a Partnership 
Program to get the City with Renters together in Cooperative Housing the people 
would be paying off and becoming Owners of. That would shift us into gear & have the 
Renters drive a small renovation boom for our City & end up Owners! The City would 
be serving its need to invest our Public Investment Budgets which Renters have equity 
in & be solving our Housing crisis its a Win Win Win! As people move into this program 
they free up the spot they were in. Rents should start to go down. Oh and I'd promote 
Broccoli! 
10 years ago our City lost a Charter Challenge that revealed our Services for those in 
need are greatly inadequate. The cost of ignoring the problem is 10 times the cost of 
remedying it. Once we have Reasonable Services that our Constitution affords us all, we 
will have more resources to deal with inequity in our Society. Reasonable service at this 
point would be a place to tent complete with washrooms  and common cooking 
shelters. Then social services could start the work to help people back onto their feet. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - Expansion of the food Rescue Project should be 
encouraged (perhaps to smaller retail stores and restaurants)

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - Listen to the experts.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - If re-elected, I will continue to work at the 
grassroots level and as an elected official to pursue equality, including social-economic 
equality, to redistribute wealth and power and ensure that all people have access to 
healthy, sustainable local food.

KING, Anna (City Council) - One of the reasons food accessibility is influenced so 
heavily by income is because of distribution system inefficiencies. Local food can 
address a lot of these distribution issues, but can be more expensive than food grown, 
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processed, and packaged by a large corporation. I would love to see municipalities 
contribute to a fund to assist financially marginalized residents in participating in 
Community Shared Agriculture programs and other local food subscription initiatives. 
While the price of food is affected by myriad complex factors, communities can partner 
with governments to make local food especially more accessible for ALL residents.

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - Affordability and poverty is the 
most pressing challenge facing Victoria and tackling these issues is my top priority. I see 
access to healthy food as a matter of justice rather than charity and I support systemic 
changes that allow for everyone to have access to healthy, sustaining food. I support the 
City taking bold action to create non-market housing, expand affordable childcare and 
transit options, and working to attract living wage jobs. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - We recently adopted a Living Wage Policy at the City 
of Victoria.  Perhaps leading my example will encourage other employers to do the 
same.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - To repair and augment our 'worked yesterday but 
not today' economics. My 'Vaccine for Poverty' would remove that barrier. 
Facebook@martayforvictoria

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - It would be ideal to see new of co-
operative, social, and affordable housing embrace food security in their construction, 
rooftop gardens, garden space allotment, etc. 
If feasible, find a way to contribute a percentage of local food production to food banks 
to support access to healthy, fresh fruit and vegetables to those in need. 
Advocate for a guaranteed basic income to be trialed in Victoria, to increase economic 
equity and participation. 
Build affordable housing, 30% or less of a persons income, to free up more income for 
healthy, fresh foods. 
Advocate to the provincial and federal government to subsidize plant-based agriculture 
to bring down the cost healthy fruits and vegetables.

TATE, William (City Council) - Donations to food banks  would increase. Poverty is an 
issue that can have many ways of being addressed.
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COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - We will work towards an affordable 
city, including increasing the housing stock of affordable rental stock in the city and 
reducing bus fares to provide relief for individuals and families trying to make ends 
meet.
Advocate for increasing the minimum wage 
Support local food production and expand the Growing in the City Initiative to connect 
more people to locally produce foods. 
Support and advocate for projects like School Garden programs to grow and distribute 
healthy and fresh product. 
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6. Over the last few years, Victoria has become a leader in food policy through the 
Growing in the City initiative. What do you see as the next steps in expanding this 
work?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - While this a great initiative, I think more should be done 
to increase awareness of and involvement in the program, whether through more 
community bulletins and advertising, helping people access relevant resources and 
organizations in workshop settings, or tax incentives for land and homeowners. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - I would certainly support the continuation of this 
program.  I also think we need to look at further curtailment of pesticides in order to 
restore bee populations.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - It has been very rewarding to watch urban food gardens pop-up 
in neighbourhoods all over the city. What we need to do now is encourage greater use 
of these gardens through increased education and awareness. Growing in the City is not 
just a wellbeing initiative: it’s also an affordability initiative. Food garden stalls at the 
end of people’s driveways can be a source of additional income for households, and 
neighbour-to-neighbour food sales or trades can reduce household food costs too. I see 
a key next step as reviving the Lifecycles Sharing Backyards Program and developing 
an inclusive, intergenerational approach to food growing in the city. 

RYMO (Mayor) - Providing materials, and education to maximize efficient use of time 
and space.

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - Please see above answers.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - As I read over the Growing in the City 
initiative the first thing that comes to mind is the deer.  How are we to have boulevard 
gardens that will attract the deer?   I have never grown a garden, mostly because I am 
not good at it but also because the deer live around my house and I enjoy them.  So I 
have always picked them over my own struggling to grow food.  I am not sure what 
would be the best way to move this initiative forward.  
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FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - I'd need to meet with the community who have 
been involved on the development of the programs & gardens and discover where 
everything what the aspirations are. 
Its time we became leaders in addressing the ills of Poverty on our streets. The City 
could raise Accommodation Taxes and use the revenues to create the  reasonable service 
for those disenfranchised by today's society. The Hotels would get cleaners streets that 
their guests would appreciate & the City would get the solution that was demanded of 
it 10 years ago. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - The program has been positively received and 
added value to neighbourhoods.  The next step would be a full evaluation of the 
program with emphasis on the growth (hopefully) of food production.

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - Keep it going.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - Actively supporting the establishment of 
neighbourhood food hubs and actively promoting the expansion of food and medicinal 
plant species within the municipal parks and greenspace system.

KING, Anna (City Council) - The Growing in the City has resulted in a fantastic 
repository of resources for residents interested in urban agriculture. I think one of the 
best ways to expand Growing in the City is to target specific demographics, like seniors 
or more transient residents - students, apartment and basement suite renters - to garner 
more involvement. A thorough and targeted marketing campaign on bus stops, bus 
sides, and benches, for example, could go a long way in creating more awareness 
around the educational resources and other support that are available with Growing in 
the City. Policies could also be drafted to require apartment buildings to offer 
information about Growing in the City to new renters and to post a poster with more 
information on any building news boards. 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - I am a founding member of the 
Urban Food Table and it has been an honour to be a council liaison to the group. The 
next steps, in my mind, are to have the Urban Food Table embedded within City 
processes and create an institutional shift in culture so that city departments understand 
the importance of food security. I am also excited by opportunities to have every 
neighbourhood served by a community garden and opportunities to grow food on 
public land. 
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MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - More connection with private property owners and 
identifying opportunities when development projects come forward to include elements 
of the Growing in the City policy.

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - Incorporating grade school food policy education. 
Construction of vertical farms, and encouraging community cross pollination of ideas 
and projects. 

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - Yes. I believe the city has taken 
great strides in promoting urban food systems and I want to continue this trend.  
As we continue to grow it would great to see many of the policies previously 
considered and proposed continue to be supported and implemented, such as:
-Boulevard gardening
-Community orchards
-Community allotment gardens
-Rooftop greenhouses
-Creation of more direct to market opportunities
-Processing, packaging, and distribution channels improved
-More education and engagement to raise awareness and encourage community 
participation in these projects.

TATE, William (City Council) - Increased awareness in the community through some 
kind of advertising and communication, such as a web page.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - We need to continue to support 
individuals, community organizations, and businesses to leverage the tools and 
resources at their disposal to start boulevard, allotment and rooftop gardens; support 
pollinators; and plant fruit trees. The city needs to encourage and expand its granting 
program to support these initiatives, and foster community connections to help people 
get started or continue these kinds of food producing initiatives. 

�  
VICTORIA URBAN FOOD TABLE   
CANDIDATES SURVEY �



�

7. As a member of council, how would you work with the multiple community 
agencies who connect people to food and support the development of a healthy, 
sustainable food system in Victoria?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - By inviting them to a community food security forum for 
the purpose of determining what the needs and priorities are as we move forward, and 
perhaps to create a permanent food security council so that we might more effectively 
build on this foundation. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - The same way I did as a Ministerial Assistant, 
through meaningful communication and timely exchange of information.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) - While there is still work to be done on this file, within the last 
two years we have seen a considerable improvement in the collection and distribution 
of donated food through the leadership of the Mustard Seed funded by the Victoria 
Foundation and Rotary. It’s truly amazing what has been accomplished. There has been 
a significant increase in both the amount and variety of food donated by several retail 
outlets. Donations, which used to be limited to canned and packaged goods, now 
regularly include still-fresh produce, dairy products and even some protein-rich foods. 
Collection and distribution has been centralized through the facilities run by the 
Mustard Seed, eliminating the need for each food bank to solicit and collect its own 
donations. There is also a plan in the works to create a commercial kitchen and the 
Mustard Seed Food Recovery facility and to include training and food processing 
opportunities. I will do everything I can to build relationships to support a social 
enterprise approach to food security. 

RYMO (Mayor) - Yes

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - By letting them know how vital they are.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - I would fully support them.  I am a great 
connector of people who share common goals and interests and I believe a healthy 
sustainable food system is very important.   

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - I'd encourage the City to expand what it sources 
locally already and advocate strongly for removing barriers to people who need healthy 
nutritious food. 
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I would work eagerly with community agencies to develop a deeper broader 
understanding of the issues we face as a City and advocate for the implementation of 
the most sensible ideas. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - Currently the City has a staff position within the 
Parks department to facilitate food production activities.  This role should fall under 
this person's collection of responsibilities. 

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - Bring the island cities together and have an 
Island plan.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - If re-elected, I would be happy to continue 
serving as a liaison to the Urban Food Table to work with community stakeholders and 
to support the development of a healthy, sustainable food system.

KING, Anna (City Council) - Waste in the food system occurs in production, 
distribution, and consumption. Other gaps and inefficiencies in the food system exist as 
well, such as accessibility issues, especially related to sociodemographic status. I would 
like to see collaborative meetings aimed at reducing waste and other food system 
inefficiencies held with the myriad interest groups involved in the food system, from 
the farmer, the collectors and processors of solid waste, the resident who participates in 
a CSA to the produce manager in a grocery store. 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - The Urban Food Table is the best 
community hub to connect multiple agencies working toward food security in Victoria. 
I would continue to work closely with the Urban Food Table to secure City support and 
resources for Urban Food Table initiatives. 

MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - To be brief, collaboratively.  While this may not be an 
area of my particular expertise I would welcome the opportunity to work with the 
agencies that focus on these initiatives.  I am fortunate to live across the street from an 
urban farm and the lessons that I have learned have become invaluable in my 
understanding of the opportunities that exist for urban farming.

DelMar Martay running for Victoria City Councillor - Providing what is required, for 
them to do what is needed. We will All benefit from these positive results. Also, by 
putting in the extra time to get the things done, before the next growing season. 😉
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REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - I would make a point of attending 
as many meetings of the various community agencies across the region as possible and 
considering their goals and priorities for bringing to councils attention. I would also 
work to promote food production and security at the city level based on their 
recommendations and seeking out further best practices from success in other cities. 

TATE, William (City Council) - Keep communication channels open.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - We would work with groups and 
networks like the Good Food Network, FED, the Food Share Network among many 
others to collaboratively develop a robust, resilient and sustainable food system. 
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8. How would you work with other levels of government to support our local food 
system? What issues do you see as being a priority for the region and province?

ANDERSEN, Saul  (Mayor) - Land use, particularly around the disappearance of 
agricultural land, is of vital importance. At the local level we must do what we can to 
prevent such loss, and also get together to demand that the province do more to address 
this issue, notably with regard to closing loopholes in the ALR and creating stronger, 
more protective legislation. 

GEOGHEGAN, Michael (Mayor) - I have an excellent relationship with Minister Lana 
Popham and I am pleased by the return of the Buy BC program.  I am confident of my 
ability to work with both the federal and provincial governments on a wide variety of 
issues.

HELPS, Lisa (Mayor) The major issue threatening food production and security in our 
city and everywhere is the impact of climate change. We have already seen evidence of 
this in our own region: this past summer’s drought and the smoke from wildfires being 
the most obvious. Addressing this threat will require action and collaboration from all 
levels of government, and I will certainly expect Victoria to be an active partner in that 
effort.

RYMO (Mayor) - Please see www.HeyRyMo.com

JOHNSTON David Arthur (Mayor) - By holding on to municipal authority enough to 
avoid bankruptcy.

ARCHIBALD - Darlene (City Council) - I would support protecting our precious 
agricultural lands that are useful for farming.  The issue I see is that it is difficult to 
make a living producing needed food.  I also support farmers to have profitable 
operations.  I look forward to exploring how this might be possible working with my 
provincial and federal partners towards this goal.  

FILIPOVIC, Steve (City Council) - I would advocate confidently and with as much 
insight in to the issue as I could develop by learning from the stakeholders in Victoria to 
encourage the upper levels of our Government to support us in dealing with some of 
the many issues we have had for too long in Victoria. Reasonable services including a 
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space are far cheaper & the right thing to do for those on our streets & we have to fix 
our Housing Crisis, why not Ownership Opportunities! Leverage Housing!  
I would strongly recommend to people in the City and to other levels of Government to 
not amalgamate, as this is a step in eroding our Civic engagement and deteriorates our 
ability to influence our Democracy. Under the trade deals we have been signed into 
there is pressure to curb buy local programs as they are seen as unfair to Global Corp. 
CETA puts City services on the chopping block, which means Multi-National Corps will 
get to run our Cities. Its better to have smaller regional Governments working through 
the CRD. 

GARDINER, Marg (City Council) - Question #7 provides part of the answer to this 
question.  If Victoria community agencies are needed more in the way of coordination, 
then the regional must be even more in need.   The CRD needs to play a key role.  With 
the potential of amalgamated city (Saanich and Victoria) efficiencies and effectiveness 
may be more easily achieved.

HARASYMOW, James (City Council) - Sustainable, local food sources.

ISITT, Ben (City Council and CRD Board) - If re-elected as CRD Director, I will 
continue to advocate for establishment of a Regional Farmland Trust without delay, to 
secure the agricultural land base for active food production. I will also advocate for the 
Government of British Columbia to actively pursue landbanking and other forms of 
active support for farmers, producers and food systems, including indigenous food 
systems.

KING, Anna (City Council) - Partnering with the CRD to create a network of local food 
is important. Beyond Victoria, the Saanich peninsula and upper island has a lot more 
capacity to farm local food in addition to urban gardens in the city centre. Promoting 
and partnering with local farmers through initiatives like the ‘Get Fresh 
Guide’ (getfreshguide.com) extends our meaning of ‘local’ while creating a sustainable 
food system for the island. A priority would be to reduce reliance on imported food. 
Encouraging Victorians to eat local food and support local farmers are key. 

LOVEDAY, Jeremy (City Council and CRD Board) - I would continue to work 
collaboratively with other levels of government to support our local food system. I see 
farmland protection, reconciliation, and protecting natural ecosystems as priorities for 
the region and province. 
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MADOFF, Pam (City Council) - It all comes down to the availability of land and the 
properties that can be made available, even on a temporary basis, 

MARTAY, DelMar (City Council) - Sending a Gift basket of our local products to the 
doors of our representatives, reminding them of what is right under their nose. Also,  
clean environmental fundamentals that insures disaster relief and recovery, with 
expansions of the Seed Banks, Nationwide. 

REICHERT, Jordan (City Council and CRD Board) - I believe food security is a health 
issue and should be supported by the province in the form of grants to local 
communities who have clear goals for increasing local food production and access.  The 
federal government also needs to work to decrease the cost of healthy vegetables, fruits, 
and grains by transferring subsidies from animal agriculture to plant-based agriculture 
and creating incentives for farmers to transition as well. 
Poverty and food insecurity go hand in hand and should be a priority in addressing in 
the region.  Helping people lift themselves out of poverty means making sure they have 
access to healthy, nutritious food, and education about why these choices are good for 
them.  
More local food production can increase opportunities for local employment, 
community engagement, positive health outcomes, and stronger ecosystems.

TATE, William (City Council) - Protecting agricultural land from being used for 
subdivisions, develop, etc. that is not food, agricultural based.

COLLINS, Laurel (City Council and CRD Board), DUBOW, Sharmarke (City Council
POTTS, Sarah (City Council) - Together Victoria - Advocate at both the regional and 
provincial level for additional access to appropriate and suitable land for the production 
of food and the preservation of the Agricultural Land Reserve for farming purposes.
We would work to oppose expanding beyond the urban containment boundary in the 
Regional Growth Strategy. We must preserve our region’s watershed and natural 
ecosystems
Act on the recommendations of farmers and food security experts made in the CRD 
Food & Agriculture Strategy, which includes:
i. Establishing and funding a Farmland Trust to acquire affordable land that can be 
farmed in perpetuity by future generations of young farmers.
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ii. Support young farmer programs to ensure the next generation of farmers get the 
skills, mentoring and access to land to keep growing the region’s agricultural economy.
iii. Partnering with Indigenous communities to protect and restore native ecosystems, in 
particular the plants and animals that enable local Indigenous peoples to practice their 
traditional culture.
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